[Clinical significance of sialyl SSEA-1 (SLX) in patients with idiopathic interstitial pneumonia].
Serum SLX levels were measured in 29 patients with idiopathic interstitial pneumonia (IIP) to evaluate its clinical significance. Serum SLX had positive correlations with the BALF neutrophil ratio but not with the severity or the disease activity in patients with IIP, and bronchoalveolar lavage fluid (BALF) SLX had positive correlations with the BALF neutrophil count. Epithelial lining fluid (ELF) SLX levels showed positive correlations with serum SLX, but were much higher. These results suggest that increases of serum SLX may reflect increases of SLX in the lung tissues. Thus, we speculate that increases of the serum SLX level may represent increases of the BALF neutrophil count. Patients with higher SLX showed poor therapeutic responses and poor prognoses in comparison with those with normal SLX for the reason that serum SLX level represents BALF neutrophil level.